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Answer ALL questions.
Your answers should be:
 written in your own words as far as possible. Where you select the appropriate material 

from the passage for your answer, you must still use your own words to express it.
 written in continuous prose.

From Passage 1
1. How does the author illustrate their view that ‘the struggles of individuals across time and space 

are not so unique after all’ (line 4)?  

.......................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................[2]

2. How does the use of language in paragraph 2 support the author’s view that the 1970s was ‘a 
golden age for Brazilian culture’ (lines 5-6)?

.......................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................[3]

3. From paragraph 3, suggest why musicians in the United Kingdom recorded a silent album.

.......................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................[2]

4. State three reasons why the author believes that music’s ability to transform society is 
‘debatable’ (line 22).

.......................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................[3]
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5. What is ‘poignant’ about the situation in lines 32-33?

.......................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................[1]

From Passage 2
6. Summarise the benefits of music.

Write your summary in no more than 120 words. 

.......................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................[8]

Candidate to declare Word Count:  words
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From all the passages
7. Passage 1 states that ‘it remains unclear whether music can solve real-world problems’ (line 

12).

Identify one specific idea from Passage 3 that can be used to support this statement. Justify 
your answer.

.......................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................[2]

8. Passage 2 states that music ‘unifies people who might otherwise not have anything in common’ 
(lines 27-28).

Identify one specific idea from Passage 3 that can be used to undermine this statement. Justify 
your answer.

.......................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................[2]



HCI PRELIM EXAM GENERAL PAPER 27 AUGUST 2025

For 

Examiner’s 

Use

6

9. The reading passages cover a range of views about the effects of music.

How far do you agree that the effects of music have been exaggerated?

Support your answer with reference to:
 the ideas and opinions from at least one of the reading passages.
 examples drawn from your own experience and that of your society.

.......................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................
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.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................................[12]
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